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Tree Policy
11.6 - 2023
To support Southwell Town Council’s environmental policy and national tree planting initiatives, the Council will be proactive in planting trees and managing it’s estate. This policy identifies where, what and how trees should be planted and maintained. 
In view of climate change implications an informed approach of ‘right tree, in the right place’ is key.

Key principles:
1. Maintain trees in a safe condition, for their wellbeing and the safety and enjoyment of residents and visitors.
2. Manage a programme of new planting of appropriate trees, to mitigate climate change and improve the living environment of residents, in areas such as avenues, orchards and the edges of open spaces (to strengthen and create connectivity (wildlife corridors) to improve the living environment for people and wildlife.
3. Support and develop community orchards recognising that fruit trees need extra care and maintenance such as formative pruning to create a good open framework and an on-going annual prune to encourage fruiting.

4. Provide training to STC staff and volunteers to maintain safe, healthy and productive trees.

5. Encourage, support and manage natural regeneration of woodland, while not allowing it to impede public rights of way, paths, pavement or roads.

6. Work with and encourage young people, education institutions, community groups and volunteers to; apply for funding, plant trees and manage STC woodland areas.
7. Protect new/young trees (some benefit from guards, alternatives to plastic such as chicken wire, bio-degradable or wood supports must be used, checked and removed when practicable). And water if needed.
8. Identify and protect significant trees, orchards and wooded areas – notably trees with protection orders, memorial trees and the limes at War Memorial Recreation Ground. Maintain a list of these in STC office and host a map on our website.
9. Ensure invasive species do not dominate.

10. Work with NSDC and build trees into discussions around new developments.
11. Direct staff on ‘light duties’ to propagate new trees: from locally collected acorns and hazel nuts etc.
12. Encourage local community involvement via ‘adopting’ and ‘memorial’ tree programmes.

13. Maintain STC’s estate compliant with all relevant and current legislations (Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 etc).
14. STC will factor anticipated expenses into their annual budget and training programmes to ensure ongoing care and maintenance.
Maintenance

Large felled trees should be left intact and in-situ whenever possible, branches should be cut down to manageable sizes and used to create dead wood piles (bug hotels) or left for residents to take (these opportunities will be announced on the Council’s website and a notice paced in the location). Brash should be used to create dead hedges, removed by contractors or kept on site in a discreet/appropriate position. Wood chip should be taken away from by the contractor or kept in a suitable place to be used for future tree planting events.

Trees on town council land which are in areas with considerable residents’ use will be pruned regularly and/or assessed to ensure they do not cause obstruction or hazard. If a tree or branches are in danger of falling (or have fallen), they will be subject to surgery, within the law.

Fallen trees and branches not causing an obstruction or safety issue will be left to naturally degenerate.

In our woods and orchards residents should be engaged with and signs should be erected to inform residents and visitors of the trees, their species and their contributions to the local and national environment.

Staff should be encouraged to take training (working with chain saw, working at height, tree assessment, tree surgery and fruit tree maintenance etc.]. The Clerk will balance the cost/ benefits of training against the use of contracted tree surgeons.
New whips and standard trees will have: weeds and grass around the base removed. Mulching around the base of newly planted trees (but not touching the actual stem) to aid hydration. Water by bowser with a real soaking through all hot/dry spells for the first four years.

Overhanging tree branches

If a tree (or other vegetation) is overhanging your house boundary and encroaches on a building, the tree owner has a duty to remove it. This is a civil matter so we do not enter in to negotiations on your behalf.

If the vegetation simply encroaches upon the airspace of your garden, you may prune back to the boundary at your own expense, but no further without the express permission of the tree owner. You or your contractor cannot enter the neighbouring land (to climb the tree, for example) without the landowner’s agreement. 

Any timber you cut off belongs to the tree owner and should first be offered back to them. They should indicate where they would like you to put it – it would not be reasonable to carry out the work and simply return the timber over the boundary. If the timber is unwanted, you or your contractor should arrange to dispose of it.

Tree reviews and surveys
There will be an annual tree review by the Chair, Vice-Chair of Full Council, Town Environment Committee and Chair of Climate Change Working Group, Clerk and ground staff, to consider progress on increasing the amount of trees on its estate, and their wellbeing and agree prioritisation of work for the next year.
A tree survey should be completed in line with the Law, and expert recommendation.
Memorial trees
The Town Council supports the planting of memorial trees to commemorate national and local events of significance and local residents. Tree species will be locally sourced, and native unless specific agreement is given. Permission and the location for planting on STC land must be agreed by the Town Environment Committee and the long term cost and maintenance implications for the Council must be considered before permission is granted.
Community orchards
There are now four orchards: Riverside Community Orchard, High Town path, Norwood Gardens/Ridgeway Play area and Humberstone Road [espaliered].

Pauline Buttery, a community activist, wrote that a community orchard is a collection of fruit trees growing on a modest plot and offering open and easy access to local people. We can enjoy the orchard in all seasons, watching the trees mature. The Riverside Community Orchard was paid for and planted in November 2008, by individuals, families and community groups. Many trees have died due to being waterlogged. 
The trees at the Riverside Community Orchard are numbered as follows

1.
John Downie crab apple

2.
Merryweather damson
3.
Merryweather damson
4.
Stella cherry
5.
Stella cherry
6.
James Grieve
7.
Ellison’s Orange

8.
Cox’s Orange Pippin

9.
Blenheim Orange
10.
Newton Wonder
11.
Crimson Bramley
12.
Yorkshire Greening
13.
Bess Pool
14.
Jupiter
15.
Worcester Pearmain
16.
Discovery
17.
Bramley
18.
Annie Elizabeth
3 Sentinel trees are all Bramleys

Areas for new planting:

1. Norwood Gardens

2. Beaumont Avenue

3. Brook Walk

4. Adams Row

5. Dudley Doy Road

Additional information on native trees and suppliers (this does not form part of the policy)

Available from Marc Richmond https://marcrichmond.weebly.com –  07817654022)
Adams Pearmian -  (1826) – Late dessert apple. Handsome, rich, and nutty flavour. Highly ornamental.
Beeley Pippin -  (1880 Derbys) Early eater. Dusky pink flush and russet. Rich aromatic flavour.
Bess Pool – (Chilwell, Notts) Late dual purpose, keeps until March. Flowers late so useful in frost pockets. Beautiful crimson flush, rich, crumbly flesh. Popular in Victorian times for decoration alone.
Court Pendu Plat – (17th century or earlier) Dessert apple. Claimed to have Roman origins. Known as ‘ wise apple’ as it flowers late so misses frost – good to pair with Bess Pool. Rich fruit, pineapple like flavour. Makes a compact tree with good disease resistance.
Blenheim Orange – (c1740) Dual purpose. Highly esteemed apple, long held favourite of many. Often described as having a addictive nutty taste. Quite sweet, crumbly texture. Good with cheese.
King of the Pippins (poss 1770’s Europe – widely grown) Very versatile, can be used for eating and cooking – great for patisserie as keeps shape when cooked. 
Also used for cider. Quite sweet, firm but with plenty of acidity. Upright tree - good for allotments.
Lord Lambourne (1907) – Dessert apple. Valued and reliable garden apple. Sweet juicy and crisp. September to November. 
Nottingham Pippin (1815) – Dessert apple. Strong flavour of fruit, sweet, crisp, and juicy. Keeps until February.
Orleans Reinette (1776) Dual purpose. Rich, nutty, aromatic flavour. Highly esteemed due to exceptional flavour. Keeps until January.
Ribston Pippin (1707) Parent of Cox’s Orange Pippin. High vitamin C content. Intense, rich, aromatic flavour. Esteemed Victorian dessert apple. Keeps until January.
Rosemary Russett (1831) Intense, sweet, sharp flavour. Reliable. One of the best russets. Keeps until March.

Available from John Hempsall helenhempsall@aol.com – 01777870214

Mead’s Broadling [1884] Notts
Markham Pippin [1990] Notts
Sisson Worksop Pippin [1910] Notts 
Nottingham Pippin [1815] Notts
Allinham Pippin [1884] Lincs Nov-Dec
Malster [1830] Notts Sept-Nov

